
Social Studies
Grade 5
3rd Nine Weeks

Student Learning Targets
● I can explain how changes resulting from the Industrial Revolution led to sectional conflict in the United 

States.
● I can explain the central role of the expansion of slavery in causing the Civil War.
● I can explain the effects of the Civil War.
● I can describe how the free enterprise system works in the United States.
● I can explain how geographic factors impact the location of economic activities in the United States.

Questions to Check for Unit Understanding
● Why did the United States expand westward?
● How did the geography of the United States affect economic activities?
● Why did the Southern states secede from the Union?
● How did life change for African-Americans after the Civil War?

Key Academic Vocabulary
● Manifest Destiny - the belief that the United States should expand westward to the Pacific Ocean
● Industrial Revolution - the shift from making goods by hand at home to making them by machine in a 

factory
● Abolitionist - a person who worked to end slavery
● Emancipation - the ending of slavery
● Black codes - laws passed in Southern states after the Civil War that restricted the rights of African 

Americans

Student Learning Targets
● I can explain the significance of major events in the 20th century in the United States, including the Great 

Depression, the world wars, and the Civil Rights Movement.
● I can identify the contributions of significant Americans in the 20th century, such as Martin Luther King Jr., 

Cesar Chavez, Franklin Roosevelt, the Tuskegee Airmen, and Ronald Reagan.
● I can analyze the effects of immigration on the economic development and growth of the United States.
● I can explain how scientific discoveries and technology innovations have advanced the economic 

development of the United States.

Questions to Check for Unit Understanding
● How did the contributions of immigrants impact the economic growth of the United States during the 

early twentieth century?
● Why did the Great Depression change the role of the United States government?
● How did World War II affect the United States?
● Why did the Civil Rights Movement change the lives of Americans?
● Why did the United States fight wars in Korea and Vietnam?

Key Academic Vocabulary
● Depression - a long decline in the economy when many people are unemployed
● Communism - an economic system in which the government owns all land and industries
● Civil rights - basic legal freedoms
● Cold War - the mostly non-military conflict that occurred between the United States and the Soviet Union 

from after World War II to the early 1990s

This academic overview can be used to monitor and support your child’s at-home learning progress.
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